
Playing the Game at the DAAL

Good sports teams sustain winning seasons over 
time when they have a depth of players and a vision 
from the coaches that doesn’t rely on one star player. 
In the same way, teamwork is essential for an 
institution like the DAAL to thrive.  

On strong teams, everyone uses his or her strengths 
to enhance the common good. We are privileged 
to have volunteers with specialized talents such 
as reading Danish or computer skills. However, 
we also need other gifts of service that might 
not be viewed as unique. Sorting, organizing, 
proofreading - even cleaning or hosting coffee 
breaks - are essential parts of keeping the 
DAAL running smoothly.

Our Board of Directors acts like our coaches 
with each having different specialties that can 
be used to advise and direct the actions of the 
team.

The volunteers and staff implement the vision 
of those coaches as they perform their day-to-day 
duties. We currently have a wonderful group of 

volunteers, but we can always use 
scouts to identify potential second-
string recruits to learn from 
seasoned players and be able to take 
over when called upon. The deeper 
our volunteer pool the better. Some 
scanners for digitizing are used only 
once a week, while other scanners 
are used four to five days a week by 
three different people.

We’re grateful for our cheerleaders - those of you 
from afar who tell family & friends about the 
DAAL. We appreciate the notes of encouragement 
many of you send. Some family members have 
orchestrated their own “family reunions” by meeting 
cousins and other relatives at the Archive for a 
Volunteer Week. They work on projects at the 
DAAL during the day and socialize with their 
family in the evening.

Also crucial are our boosters who graciously donate 
what is needed to sustain our operations. Thanks to 
your generous outpouring of financial support at the 
end of the year, we finished 2025 in the black (with 
a surplus) for the 15th year in a row. Now, that’s a 
winning streak. We make a great team! ■

Executive Director’s Report

Executive Director
Jill Hennick

SPRING – 2026

Dana College cheerleaders Muriel Ditlevsen and 
Marjorie Coyle, 1940-41

1928 Dana College football team, Coach L. C. 
Bundgaard, 2nd row far left
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Two years after the DAAL opened its first office location 
independent of the recently closed Dana College, the new 
organization began to develop an online presence and pursue 
the “digitizing” of various materials. The goals of that latter 
process were to make archival and library materials more 
readily available to the public and to significantly improve and 
speed up searching through large volumes of information. That 
effort had its roots in work done under the leadership of John 
W. Nielsen working with a cadre of volunteers in the 1990s 
onward. Its first visible expressions were the development of 
what is now our Jottings newsletter and the creation of our 
primary website, danishamericanarchive.com.

Beginning in 2012, the DAAL’s Digital Archive (archive.
danishamericanarchive.net) was created to house digital 
versions of the archive’s collections, beginning with Einar 
Vig’s immense historical archive covering and summarizing 
information on just about anyone who resided in Washington 
County, Nebraska, for any length of time from the pioneer days 
until Einar’s death in the early 1970s. 

Over the past few years, the focus of our digitizing of materials 
has expanded, while the involvement of more volunteers has 
allowed us to accelerate the work. The Digital Archive now 
contains materials from many of the family collections, only 
some of which have been made publicly available; a large 
number of Dana-related publications, photographs, videos and 
recordings; and special collections of various types.

Recent projects have further expanded what is available, either 
online or in the DAAL’s office, to include published works and 
translations of historical works and scans of periodicals housed 
in the Library section. These include:

• Filed by Dewey Decimal numbering:

• Danes In America by P. S. Vig. This is the 1899 
version (entirely written by Vig) that was taken up by 
C. Rasmussen Publishing and greatly expanded into 
two volumes published in 1908 and 1916. This 1899 
version is online in the original Danish and in an 
English translation. We are working on English 
translations for both of the later volumes, as well.

• Twenty-five Years - a celebration of twenty-five years 
of the UDELC in 1921 (Femogtyve et festkrift 1921) 
is available under its Danish title and in English.

• Under Danish Language Publications:

• Det Danske Brodersamfunds Blad, the original 
monthly newsletter/magazine published by the Danish 
Brotherhood Society for its members was published 
from February, 1916, through 1940.

• Under Periodicals:

• Danish Brotherhood Magazine, the first continuation 
of Det Danske Brodersamfunds Blad was published 
from 1941 through March of 1972. (Soon to be 
completed.)

• American Dane, the second and final continuation of 
Det Danske Brodersamfunds Blad was published 
from April 1973 through September 1995 when the 

Danish Brotherhood Society was acquired by 
Woodmen of the World. (Soon to be completed.)

The three series of magazines from the Danish Brotherhood 
Society (DBS) listed above will be of particular interest to 
researchers, including genealogists. Most editions contain 
information about new members of the DBS; “Resolutions” 
(usually memorials for deceased members); lists of deceased 
members giving birth date and location, date and location of 
death, and often the cause of death; and various articles, 
sometimes with pictures, of events and persons from the 
numerous lodges located throughout the United States.  
Aggregate data such as numbers of members in each lodge are 
included once or twice per year; this information is proving 
useful to researchers at the University of Southern Denmark.

In the Archive section of the Digital Archive under Dana 
College, then Dana College Publications, the student 
newspaper Hermes has recently been added. 

And, finally, the Special Collections area includes the “H. B. 
Simonsen Interviews,” a set of interviews with Danish 
Americans associated with Grundtvigian organizations and 
events in the United States. The interviewer was Henrik 
Bredmose Simonsen, a Danish historian, who has worked with 
Danish American church history since the 1980s. His research 
resulted in the book Kampen om danskheden:  tro og 
nationalitet i de danske kirkesamfund i Amerika (The Struggle 
for Danishness:  Faith and Nationality in the Danish Church 
Communities in America), published by the University of 
Aarhus in 1990. The interviews are available as audio and in 
transcriptions. ■

ONLINE AND DIGITIZATION UPDATE
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In the spring of 1940, seven months after the 
beginning of World War II in Europe, the Germans 
invaded and occupied Denmark and Norway. The 
Dana community was especially disturbed by these 
developments, and so in the fall of 1940 a new class in 
aviation was added to the curriculum. Studies included 
the theory of flight, civil air regulations, navigation, 
the history of flight, instruments and parachutes. The 
program was entitled Wings Over Dana. Fourteen 
students enrolled, including three women. Flight 
School was at the Blair Airport with ground school on 
the Dana Campus. Dana President Lawrence Siersbeck 
reported to the 1941 convention of the United Danish 
Evangelical Lutheran Church that students had shown 
an interest in such a class and that Dana was proud to 
contribute, even in a small way, to national defense. 
The DAAL has been unable to determine how long the 
course continued.■

From The Dana Room
Wings Over Dana

By Karen (Nelson) Hansen

Jesper Møller Sørensen, Ambassador of 
Denmark to the United States, visited the DAAL on 
November 25, 2025. He and his family mingled 
with volunteers and local dignitaries while enjoying 
coffee and kringle.  

Michael Hennick talks with the Ambassador about the 
Commemorative Wall at the DAAL. 
Photos courtesy of Joe Burns.

AROUND THE ARCHIVE

Dana College Volunteer Days: June 16-18, 2026. Plan to join us as we work on Dana College projects and reminisce over coffee and treats.
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“After serious meditation and prayer to the Lord, 
I said, ‘Yes, I will go’”

J. M. T. Winther died in 1970 at the age of ninety-five after 
having served the Lutheran mission in Japan as a pastor and 
teacher, on three separate occasions, for a total of fifty-six 
years. “I want to lay my old bones to rest in Japan” he said 
when he returned for the third time to teach at the Lutheran 
Bible Institute in Kobe, Japan when he was seventy-six. 

Jens Mikael Thøgersen Winther was born in 1874 at 
Opsund, a small village in northwestern Jutland, to Søren 
and Kirsten Winther, a devout Christian couple. Influenced 
by his parents and preachers and teachers of the pietistic 
Inner Mission of the Danish Church, and with the backing 
of a mission society in North Slesvig, he agreed to go to 
China in the company of a former missionary to that 
country. Passing through America, Winther worked on his 
English and continued his schooling at Trinity Seminary in 
Blair, Nebraska, whose church body, the United Danish 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, ordained him in 1898. He 
had lost his missionary partner to ill health, but continued 
on alone, stopping in Yokohama, Japan on the way to 
China. He stayed with a Christian family and diligently 
studied the Japanese language. However the money to 
continue on to China never came and the young missionary 
decided that God intended him to stay in Japan. 

Stay in Japan he did, as a missionary on the island of 
Kyushu (1898-1903) and a professor at the seminary in 
Kumamoto (1903-1921). While in Japan he married Andrea 
Hansen, a Danish immigrant to America and a trained 
nurse, whom he had met in the States. While in Japan they 
would have three children:  Nellie, Maya and Kris. Like her 
parents, Maya would also be a long-time missionary in 
Japan.

In 1921 the Winthers returned to Denmark and J. M. T. 
served a Danish parish. In 1927 the family went back to 
Kuruma, Japan where Winther resumed his work as a 
missionary, professor and pastor. In 1938 his old school in 
America, Trinity Seminary, conferred on him an honorary 
Doctorate of Divinity. 

Everything changed with the outbreak of World War II 
when all potential “enemy aliens” were required to leave 
Japan. Once he was back in America, the UDELC assigned 
Winther to be the interim pastor at the Lutheran church in 
Shelby, Iowa (1941-1946) whose regular pastor was serving 
as a military chaplain. Here the Winthers returned to the 
English language and experienced life in small-town 
America. J. M. T. Winther “retired” in 1946. His faithful 
wife Andrea had not been well and passed away in 1949, 
but Jens was not finished. He had an opportunity to return 
to Japan to teach at the Bible Institute in Kobe. 

In 1958 he was honored by two nations when he received 
the Knight of Dannebrog from King Frederik IX of 
Denmark and the Order of the Rising Sun from Emperor 
Hirohito of Japan. Winther would teach at Kobe for 

Danish Lutheran missionaries in Japan, c.1912
L to R:  J. M. T. Winther; Kris Winther, Nellie Winther, Anna 
Nielsen; J. P. Nielsen, Maya Winther & Andrea Winther

The “new” Lutheran church in Kurume, Japan 
(1919)

IN THE STACKS

J. M. T. Winther:  Grand Old Man of the Missions
by Michael L. Hennick



nineteen years, until his very last days. It is 
there that he is buried.

Two years before his death his friend 
Takashi Tsuboike, a lawyer, judge and 
prominent member of the Japanese 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, saluted 
Winther in a poem, part of which reads in 
English:

On the shady side of ninety years old,
He, preaching the way of God,

Looks so sublime! 

The J. M. T. Winther collection at the 
DAAL consists of four boxes of 
biographical articles, correspondence, Bible 
commentaries, obituaries, remembrances, 
photos and a recording of him preaching in 
Japanese. His daughter Maya, who served 
as a Lutheran missionary in Japan (1928-
1941, 1947-1970), has her own collection of 
four boxes containing numerous 
photographs, interviews, correspondence 
and materials on the church in Japan.■  
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J. M. T. Winther during his final 
years in Japan (1968)

J. M. T and Andrea (Hansen) Winther 
in Shelby, Iowa (c.1944)

Featured Danish American Commemorative Wall Panel
https://danishamericanarchive.com/danish-american-commemorative-wall-gallery/

The Commemorative Wall at the DAAL was created to honor and remember Danish American 
individuals, families and institutions.  

The Wall continues to grow.  A limited number of panels are still available.  
Medium-sized panels, like the one shown below, have proven to be popular with couples and families.
To see all of the panels, you have two options.  The first is to stop by and view the exhibit in person.  The 

second is to visit the Commemorative Wall Gallery on our website. ■
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Acquisitions
Materials:
The Archive could not continue to 
document the history of Danish 
Americans without these wonderful 
materials including complete family 
collections, photos, books, 
periodicals, music and obituaries.  We 
appreciate your financial donations to 
support the processing and storage of 
your materials.
Chase Becker (Omaha, NE)
Nancy & Ron Beaman (Blair, NE)
Ina Knudsen Castillo (Thousand Oaks, 

CA)
Thomas Chittick (Portland, ME)
Marguerite Dixon (Omaha, NE)
Nancy Gardner (Blair, NE)
Chris Gehringer (Omaha, NE)
Susan Hettinger (Bennington, NE)
Julie Johnson (Columbus, OH)
Keith & Lori Larsen (Blair, NE)
Karen Martinez (Gladstone, OR)
Museum of Danish America (Elk Horn, 

IA)
Gene Nelsen (Lyons, NE)
Marilyn Nichols (Oro Valley, AZ)
Elaine Phillips (Saint Paul, MN)
Sandy Sonderup (Blair, NE)

Financial report
Memorials
Martin & Else Andersen
 DAFgiving360 by Keith & Paula 

Anderson
Carole Dickson
   Lowell & Sue Madsen (Fresno, CA)
Sherry Beals Forrest
 The Barfield Family (Tallahassee, FL)
 Lynda & Randy Truhlsen (Blair, NE)
Clifford K. & A. Veola Hansen
   James & Annette Brown (Mishicot, WI)
Bee Krantz
   Agneta Gaines (Omaha, NE)
Phyllis Kloster Krumrey
 Dwayne Olsen (Prior Lake, MN)
Dr. C. C. & Esther Madsen
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA)
   Lowell & Sue Madsen (Fresno, CA)
Margaret & Frank Madsen
 Andrew Madsen (Orcutt, CA)
Dr. Richard Morton
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA)
John W. & Liz Nielsen
 Jeene Hobbs (Sequim, WA)
 Collyn Peterson (Overland Park, KS)
Rev. Clayton & Lila Nietfeld
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA)
Myrna Kloster Olsen
 Dwayne Olsen (Prior Lake, MN)
Phil Pagel
   Agneta Gaines (Omaha, NE)
Ruth Hansen Peck
 Michael & Lisa Peck (Overland Park, 

KS)
Ardyth Kloster Schultz
 Dwayne Olsen (Prior Lake, MN)
Helen Sheets
 Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA)
Patty Dein Wright
 Lynda & Randy Truhlsen (Blair, NE)

Honoraria
Lorraine Jensen 
 Bill & Betsy Anderson (Blair, NE)
Hans K. Pedersen Family
 Kent & Ann Lynch (Edwards, IL)
Joan Sorensen
 Janet & Charles Kahn (Gulf Breeze, 

FL)
 Sarah Meldrum (Mertztown, PA)

Endowment Fund:
DAFgiving360 by Keith & Paula 

Anderson for the Martin & Else 
Andersen Memorial Fund

Thomas Bengtson for the Deloris Hansen 
Bengtson Fund

Myrv Christopherson for the Myrvin & 
Anne Christopherson Fund

General Fund: 
All donations are placed in the 
General Fund unless otherwise 
specified.  Those who give through 
the 50/100 Club are listed in each 
issue of Jottings.
Marilyn & Greek Abariotes (Blair, NE)
Susan Allen (Missouri Valley, IA)
Dennis Andersen (Atlanta, GA)
Erik & Eva Andersen (Croton on Hudson, 

NY)
Lemay Anderson (Linwood, NE)
Allen Andreasen (Nashotah, WI)
Anonymous
Assured Life Association (Centennial, 

CO) by Myrv Christopherson
Michael & Susan Barnard (Shelton, WA)
Timothy Barnes (Omaha, NE)
Dennis Barten (Manning, IA)
Lori & Kevin Bayne (Omaha, NE)
Ron & Nancy Beaman (Blair, NE)
Benevity Causes by Lori & Kevin Bayne
Art & Betty Beckman (Omaha, NE)
Susan Bennerotte (Maryville, MO)
Marcia Bergmeyer (De Witt, NE)
Diana Bodtker (Junction City, OR)
Larry & Lois Bornemeier (Waukesha, WI)
John Braunhold (Chicago, IL)
Judy Brehm (Blair, NE)
Linda Brink (Liberty, MO)
Doug Bro (Claremont, CA)
Mike & Karen Brodie (Richardson, TX)
Michael & BebeAnna Buck (Eau Claire, 

WI)
Steve & Connie Buller (Blair, NE)
Janet Campbell (Omaha, NE)
Charities Aid Foundation

Mark Christensen (Andalusia, AL)
Tana & Tom Christensen (Lee’s Summit, 

MO)
Jim Christiansen (Council Bluffs, IA)
Robert & Martha Christiansen 

(Scottsdale, AZ)
Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA)
John & Kirsten Christopherson Clark 

(Gibsonia, PA)
Mary E. Cowling (Bethlehem, PA)
Verla & Jack Cramer (Mesa, AZ)
Gary & Marge Danielson (Bemidji, MN)
Danish Brotherhood Lodge #15 (Des 

Moines, IA)
Travis DeWitt (Torrington, WY)
Elizabeth Dutton (Boalsburg, PA)
Don & Anne Eppley (Omaha, NE)
Maria Erling (Gettysburg, PA)
Jon & Elizabeth Fredlund (Anoka, MN)
Joyce Gauck (Plymouth, MN)
Jane Geddes (Cheyenne, WY)
Chris Gehringer (Omaha, NE)
Milbern & Kathy Goetz (Greeley, CO)
Berniece Grewcock (Omaha, NE)
Esther Grindberg (Circle Pines, MN)
Arlene & Neil Grover (Zumbrota, MN)
Erik & Greta Hansen (Mount Pleasant, 

WI)
Joanne Hansen (Richfield, MN)
Kay Hansen (Pleasant Ridge, MI)
Larry Hansen (Sunapee, NH)
Lucy Hansen (Tipton, IA)
Sandra Hansen (Fremont, NE)
Kristie Hansen-Mendez (Chicago, IL)
Alan Hanson & Mary Henriksen (Omaha, 

NE)
Carol Haussermann (Blair, NE)
Marilyn Hawes (Fort Calhoun, NE)
Betty Heinssen (Blair, NE)
David & Polly Hendee (Northfield, MN)
Mark Hennick/Plum Design (Kansas City, 

MO)
Pat Holton-Rahn (Omaha, NE)
Karen Hoyle (Laguna Niguel, CA)
Suellen Hudson (Pensacola, FL)
Ron & Rikki Hulsebus (Omaha, NE)
Craig & Shannon Jensen (Audubon, IA)
Fred & Dawn Jensen (Long Lake, MN)
Jane Jensen (Plainview, NE)
Ken & Bonnie Jensen (Albert Lea, MN)
Paul & Jayne Jensen (Cresco, IA)
Sharon Jensen (Omaha, NE)
Lynda Jeppesen (Oak Park, IL)
Marilyn Jersild (Chesapeake, VA)
Karen Jessen (Waterloo, IA)
Marjorie Johnson (Blair, NE)
Marjorie Johnson (Omaha, NE)
Paul & Liz Johnson (Loveland, CO)
Dorothy Jorgensen (Bemidji, MN)
Jon & Lona Jorgensen (Neenah, WI)
Rich & Pat Jorgensen (Blair, NE)
Jean Kaldahl (Port Townsend, WA)
Debbie Katt (Herman, NE)
Nancy Kay (Omaha, NE)

ARCHIVE AND FINANCIAL REPORT – JULY-OCTOBER 2025
VOLUNTEERS: 1,618 hours by 25 volunteers from Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska and New York.
VISITORS:     66 visitors from Iowa, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Washington, Wisconsin and Denmark.
RESEARCHERS:  38 researchers from Arizona, California, Colorado, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, 

Nebraska, Nevada, South Carolina, Washington, Wisconsin, Washington DC, and email/phone/
Facebook.
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Gladys Kempe (Tustin, CA)
Karen Knudsen (Ogallala, NE)
Marty & Linda Koefoed (Missouri Valley, 

IA)
Lowell & Marilyn Kramme (Des Moines, 

IA)
Ruth Krishnan (Towson, MD)
Kent Kronberg (Elkhorn, NE)
Joan Krogh (Blair, NE)
Carol Krueger (Hebron, NE)
Martin O. Kuhr, Jr. (Blair, NE)
Charles Lang (Orlando, FL)
Mark & Lynn Langenfeld (Monticello, WI)
Keith & Lori Larsen (Blair, NE)
Liz Larsen (Cupertino, CA)
Lorene Larsen (Omaha, NE)
Marilyn Larsen (Underwood, IA)
Larry & Susan Legore (Algona, IA)
Kathy Lincoln (Fort Dodge, IA)
Nancy Lindblad (Blair, NE)
Anne Lystbaek & Bill Watson (Lafayette, 

CO)
Edgar Madsen (Princeton, NJ)
Gary & Diane Madsen (Omaha, NE)
Claudia Martin (Omaha, NE)
Peter Mathiasen (Surrey, BC)
Ruth McMaster (Omaha, NE)
Benevity Causes by Sarah Meldrum
Linda Karen Miller (Henderson, NV)
Pat Miller (Stoughton, WI)
Patricia Miller (Crawfordsville, IA)
Richard & Cheryl Mohr (Fountain Valley, 

CA)
Shirley Moore (Blair, NE)
Dale & Ruth Mortensen (North Olmstead, 

OH)
Jean & Maury Myers Family Foundation 

(Honolulu, HI)
William C. Nelsen (St. Peter, MN)
Roger & Donna Nelson (Blair, NE)
Kaj Neve (New York, NY)
Leif Neve (Bethesda, MD)
Leon & Alice Neve (St. Paul, MN)
Loyd & Marie Neve (Omaha, NE)
Brian Nevermann (West Des Moines, IA)
Karen Nielsen (Racine, WI)
Lisa Nielsen (Fairfield, PA)
Stanley & Laura Nielsen (Monona, WI)
Liv Paulson Norderhaug (Chanhassen, 

MN)
Folmer & Vera Nyby (Michigan City, IN)
Jim & Sue Olsen (Blair, NE)
Dorothy Olson (Blair, NE)
Lois Olson (Shakopee, MN)
Chris & Marilyn Overgaard (Elburn, IL)
Ejner Pagh (Rockford, IL)
Phil Panum (Englewood, CO)
Ivan & Pat Paulsen (Walker, MN)
Beth Paulsen-Olmstead (Westbrook, ME)
PayPal Giving Fund
Duane Pedersen (Ames, NE)
Jon & Sonya Pedersen (Homer Glen, IL)
Laurids & Judi Pedersen (Blair, NE)
Ted Pedersen (Duluth, MN)
Eric Petersen (Mission, KS)
Joanne Peterson (Oshkosh, WI)
John E. Peterson (Pottstown, PA)
Julie Petersen (Lincoln, NE)
Noel & Ruby Petersen (Omaha, NE)
Shirley Petersen (Canyon, TX)
Elaine Phillips (Saint Paul, MN)
Palma & Larry Plume (Evergreen, CO)
Carol Prussa (Kearney, NE)
Bob & Darlene Rademacher (Lincoln, 

NE)

Carl & Nancy Rasmussen (Sugar Grove, 
IL)

Donna Rector (Norfolk, NE)
Nita Richards (Omaha, NE)
The Moses & Emily Margritt Rodriguez 

Fund of DAFgiving360
George & Sharon Rozanski (Omaha, NE)
Kathryn Ryan (Beaver Dam, WI)
LeRoy & Norma Schafersman (Omaha, 

NE)
Greg Schou (Bloomington, MN)
Steven & Kathleen Schou (Minneapolis, 

MN)
Jens & Eileen Simonsen (Oakdale, NE)
Donald Skokan (Bel Aire, KS)
Gary & Kathy Soetmelk (Avoca, IA)
Carl Steffensen (Houston, TX)
Larrie Stone (Ames, IA)
Martha Stone (Providence, RI)
Rob Stone (Omaha, NE)
Carol Svendsen & Jay Mead (Denver, 

CO)
Starla Sweda (Selma, TX)
Ellen Thain (Stoughton, WI)
Naomi Theye (Winona, MN)
Paul Thisted (Evergreen, CO)
Mark L. Thomsen (Milwaukee, WI)
Charlotte & Larry Travis (San Antonio, 

TX)
Arlen & Asta Twedt (Ankeny, IA)
Debi Verlaney (Bellevue, NE)
DeeAnn Vink (Fort Collins, CO)
Glenn Wachter (Minneapolis, MN)
Barbara Ward (San Diego, CA)
Kitty Wooley (Colorado Springs, CO)
Kathy Zwanziger (Columbus, OH)

Thrivent Choice/YourCause Gifts:
Thomas Bengtson (Rock Island, IL)
Lois Carter (Shreveport, LA)
Myrv Christopherson (Decorah, IA)
Roger Clark (Franklin, WI)
James Jensen (Columbia, TN)
Paul & Jayne Jensen (Cresco, IA)
Paul Johnson (Loveland, CO)
Linda Kastrup (Blair, NE)
Kevin Knitt (Stevens Point, WI)
Jeanette Larson (Pipestone, MN)
The family of Bill Lawson
Leon Neve (Saint Paul, MN)
Mark Olsen (Redondo Beach, CA)
Sue Olsen (Blair, NE)
Larry Overbeck (Omaha, NE)
Skip & Dorothy Pedersen (Omaha, NE)
Sandy Sonderup (Blair, NE)

Washington County Community 
Foundation/Washington County 
Gives:
Fran & Al Anderson (Omaha, NE)
Bruce & Mary Barkley (Indianola, IA)
Pat Bentsen (Blair, NE)
Kevin & SusanAnn Harrison (Portage, 

MI)
Michael & Jill Hennick (Blair, NE)
Kevin & Kari Jo Johnson (Omaha, NE)
Debbie & Butch Katt (Herman, NE)
Kevin Knitt (Stevens Point, WI)
Keith & Lori Larsen (Blair, NE)
Ann McPhillips (Omaha, NE)
Marc & Ruth Peterson (Oxford, MA)
Karen & Gary Riddle (Blair, NE)
Sandy Sonderup (Blair, NE)
Jon Stewart (Blair, NE)

50/100 Club:  
The 50/100 Club began in 2010. The 
name was inspired by the idea that if 
100 members gave $50 per month, 
most of our operating expenses would 
be met.  Members sustain DAAL by 
giving a minimum of $600 per year 
(given monthly, quarterly, or yearly 
according to the donor’s preference).  
An added benefit of being part of the 
50/100 club is receiving one donation 
acknowledgment for tax purposes in 
January reflecting a yearly total of all 
donations, rather than getting a 
separate acknowledgment for each 
financial contribution.  These 
donations are part of the General 
Fund. (* indicates deceased)
Erna Berthelsen (Albert Lea, MN)
Becky Bryant (East Dubuque, IL)
Myrv & Anne* Christopherson (Decorah, 
IA)
Arlene & Neil Grover (Zumbrota, MN)
Roger Hanson (Roseville, MN)
Michael & Jill Hennick (Blair, NE)
Daniel L. Jensen (Columbus, OH)
Dody Johnson* (in our hearts)
Julianne Johnson & Judy Pollock* 
(Columbus, OH)
Chuck & Joyce Jorgensen (Blair, NE)
Gene* & Nancy Lindblad (Blair, NE)
Barbara Meduna (Monument, CO)
Ken & Judy Nelson (Baxter Springs, MO)
Vordyn Nelson (Marshall, TX)
John Mark & Dawn Nielsen (Blair, NE)
Lisa Nielsen (Fairfield, PA)
Jay Planalp (Loveland, CO)
Palma & Larry Plume (Evergreen, CO)
Scott & Colleen Rasmussen (Omaha, 
NE)
Sandy Sonderup (Blair, NE)
Carol Svendsen & Jay Mead (Denver, 
CO)
Nick Temali (Mahtomedi, MN)
Ron & Vicki Vig (Holdrege, NE)
Deb Schou Wood (Bloomington, MN)

Legacy Builders:  
These donors have named DAAL in 
their estates (* indicates deceased).  If 
you are not on this list but should be, 
please contact Jill Hennick at 402-426-
7910.
Erna Berthelsen
Judy Brehm
Borge M. Christensen*
Myrv & Anne* Christopherson
Bernhard* & Marilyn* Erling
Kathryn (Olsen) & Milbern Goetz
Lois Girtz Halley*
Frederick “Fritz” J. Hansen*
Roger J. Hanson
Michael and Jill Hennick
Russell P.* and Esther A. Jensen
Tim* & Sharon Jensen 
Ada Jeppesen*
Lynda Jeppesen
Julianne Johnson and Judy Pollock*
Oscar* & Dody* Johnson
Paul & Liz Johnson
Alice M. Jorgensen*
Lorene Larsen
Phil* & Florence* Larsen 
Carol Madsen Larson*
Gene* & Nancy Lindblad 
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Gary & Diane Madsen
George Madsen*
Ronald D. Johnson* and Bodil Strom 
Muller
Brian Nevermann
Howard Nicholson*
John W.* & Elizabeth* Nielsen
LeVern* & Marilyn* Nielsen
Lisa Nielsen
W. Clayton Nielsen*
Arthur* & Mary* Pedersen
Larry & Palma Plume
Joan Sorensen
Don * & Marjorie* Wahlgren
Deb Schou Wood ■

Annual report 2025
$10,000 and over
The estate of Howard Nicholson
Thrivent Charitable Grants/Thrivent 
Choice

$5,000 - $9,999
Erik & Eva Andersen, Croton on Hudson, 
NY
Borge M. Christensen Fund of Rochester 
Area Foundation
Jane Geddes, Cheyenne, WY
Larry & Palma Plume, Evergreen, CO
Carol Svendsen & Jay Mead, Denver, 
CO

$2,500 - $4,999
Tom Bengtson, Rock Island, IL
Erna Berthelsen, Albert Lea, MN
Myrv Christopherson, Decorah, IA
Michael & Jill Hennick, Blair, NE
The estate of Alice M. Jorgensen 
Chuck & Joyce Jorgensen, Blair, NE
Richard & Delores Jorgensen, Poy Sippi, 
WI
Gary & Diane Madsen, Omaha, NE
Lisa Nielsen, Fairfield, PA
The estate of Mary Pedersen
N. Temali and Family Fund of 
Renaissance Charitable

$1,000 - $2,499
Dennis Barten, Manning, IA
Karen & Mike Brodie, Richardson, TX
Caterpillar Corporation
Berniece Grewcock, Omaha, NE
Sandra Hansen, Fremont, NE
Stuart Hansen & Erica Eddy, Mount 
Pleasant, WI
Carol Haussermann, Blair, NE
Julie Johnson, Columbus, OH
Don & Joyce Jorgensen, Ripon, WI
Charles & Janet Kahn, Gulf Breeze, FL
Debbie & Butch Katt, Herman, NE
Marty & Linda Koefoed, Missouri Valley, 
IA
Keith & Lori Larsen, Blair, NE
Nancy Lindblad, Blair, NE
Kent & Ann Lynch, Edwards, IL
Lowell & Sue Madsen, Fresno, CA
Wyman & Laurie Nelson, Blair, NE
Leon & Alice Neve, St. Paul, MN
John Mark & Dawn Nielsen, Blair, NE
Karen Nielsen, Racine, WI
Beth Paulsen-Olmstead, Westbrook, ME
Dixie Petersen, Wichita, KS
Sandy Sonderup, Blair, NE
Mark L. Thomsen, Milwaukee, WI

Debi Verlaney, Omaha, NE
The estate of Marjorie Wahlgren
Washington County Community 
Foundation, Blair, NE
LeRoy Wigdahl, Blair, NE

$500 - $999
Dennis Andersen, Atlanta, GA
DAFgiving360 by Keith & Paula 
Anderson 
Lori & Kevin Bayne, Omaha, NE
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Michael Bennett, Sioux City, IA
Patricia Bentsen, Blair, NE
Becky & Phil Bryant, East Dubuque, IL
Mark Christensen, Andalusia, AL
Danish Sisterhood Ellen Lodge #21, 
Littleton, CO
Danish Sisterhood Lodge #15, 
Milwaukee, WI
William E. & Rose Marie Davis 
Foundation
Jon & Beth Fredlund, Anoka, MN
Roger Hanson, Roseville, MN
Dan Jensen, Columbus, OH
Sharon Jensen, Omaha, NE
Jim & Linda Jorgensen, Blair, NE
Carol Knutson, Preston, MN
Bill Krause, Columbia, MO
Joan Krogh, Blair, NE
Toni Lawson, Green Bay, WI
Anne Lystbaek & Bill Watson, Lafayette, 
CO
Edgar Madsen, Princeton, NJ
Peter Mathiasen, BC, Canada
Barbara Meduna, Monument, CO
Sarah Meldrum, Mertztown, PA
Jean & Maury Myers Family Foundation
Linda Karen Miller, Henderson, NV
Vordyn Nelson, Marshall, TX
Brian Nevermann, W Des Moines, IA
Dorothy Olson, Blair, NE

Chris & Marilyn Overgaard, Elburn, IL
Glenn & Dorothy Pedersen, Omaha, NE
Jay Planalp, Loveland, CO
Scott & Colleen Rasmussen, Omaha, NE
Bill & Margaret Rodenburg, Centerville, 
OH
George & Sharon Rozanski, Omaha, NE
Deb Schou Wood, Bloomington, MN

$250 - $499
Assured Life Association
Stephanie & Justin Barfield, Tallahassee, 
FL
Janet Campbell, Omaha, NE
Charities Aid Foundation
Danish Brotherhood Lodge #15, Des 
Moines, IA
Anne & Don Eppley, Omaha, NE
Chris Gehringer, Omaha, NE
Scott & Shelly Grorud, Hutchinson, MN
Lucy Hansen, Tipton, IA
Julie & Carl Huetteman, Lafayette, IN
Craig & Shannon Jensen, Audubon, IA
David & Michele Johnson, Council Bluffs, 
IA
Paul & Liz Johnson, Loveland, CO
Jean Kaldahl, Port Townsend, WA
Lee Anne & Eugene Lack, Montrose, MN
Mark & Lynn Langenfeld, Monticello, WI
Liz Larsen, Cupertino, CA
Lorene Larsen, Omaha, NE 
Andrew Madsen, Orcutt, CA
Ruth McMaster, Omaha, NE
Ken & Judy Nelson, Baxter Springs, KS
Philip Panum, Englewood, CO
Laurids & Judi Pedersen, Blair, NE
Ted Pedersen, Duluth, MN
Carl L.M. & Nancy Rasmussen, Sugar 
Grove, IL
Kathy Ryan, Beaver Dam, WI
Ron & Vicki Vig, Holdrege, NE

The endowment fund is an investment in the future of the Archive. 
Named funds have been established in memory of loved ones. Figures 
include realized earnings accumulated in each fund since the original 
donation. The figures are listed at historic cost and are rounded to the 
nearest $500.

Ada Stokes Jeppesen Memorial Fund    131,500
Deloris Hansen Bengtson Memorial Fund   108,000
Oscar & Dody Johnson Memorial Fund      17,500
Bernhard & Marilyn Erling Memorial Fund     13,000
Rev. Aster & Ruth Neve Family Memorial Fund     11,000
Dagmar Vasby Memorial Fund       10,500
John T. & Virginia (Lippincott) Beck Memorial Fund      9,500
Martin & Else Andersen Memorial Fund        8,000
Rev. Sigurd D. & Dorothy M. Petersen Memorial Fund      6,500
Earl Jensen Family Memorial Fund            5,500
Maryann & Jerry Lund Memorial Fund        3,500 
Agnete (Ahlefeldt-Laurvig) Temali Fund        3,000
Myrvin & Anne Christopherson Fund        3,000
Subtotal of named funds with balances over $1,000  330,500
General Endowment Fund       103,500
Total Endowment Funds     434,000

ENDOWMENT FUND
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$100-$249
Marilyn & Greek Abariotes, Blair, NE
Bill & Betsy Anderson, Blair, NE
Lemay Anderson, Linwood, NE
Allen Andreasen, Nashotah, WI
Carol Baker, Berea, OH
Timothy Barnes, Omaha, NE
Lois Beal, Bothell, WA
Deborah Biorn, St. Cloud, MN
Diana Bodtker, Junction City, OR
James & Annette Brown, Mishicot, WI
Steve & Connie Buller, Blair, NE
Paul & Becky Christensen, San Luis 
Obispo, CA
Robert & Martha Christensen, 
Scottsdale, AZ
Mary E. Cowling, Bethlehem, PA
Verla & Jack Cramer, Mesa, AZ
Nancy Davis, Carroll, IA
Paul Doerder, Brecksville, OH
Maria Erling, Gettysburg, PA
Agneta Gaines, Omaha, NE
Joyce Gauck, Plymouth, MN
Clark & Claudette Gilbert, Greeley, CO
Milbern & Kathy Goetz, Greeley, CO
Herman & Barbara Greenwald, Omaha, 
NE
Esther Grindberg, Circle Pines, MN
Joe H. & Rose Jean Hansen, Des 
Moines, IA
Kay Hansen, Pleasant Ridge, MI
Kristie Hansen-Mendez, Chicago, IL
Alan Hanson & Mary Henriksen, Omaha, 
NE
Marilyn Hawes, Ft Calhoun, NE
Betty Heinssen, Blair, NE
David & Polly Hendee, Northfield, MN
Mark Hennick/Plum Design, Kansas City, 
MO
Jeene Hobbs, Sequim, WA
Karen Hoyle, Laguna Niguel, CA
Suellen Hudson, Pensacola, FL
Ron & Rikki Hulsebus, Omaha, NE
Frederik & Dawn Jensen, Minnetonka, 
MN
Ken & Bonnie Jensen, Albert Lea, MN
Paul & Jayne Jensen, Cresco, IA
Lynda Jeppesen, Oak Park, IL
Kevin & Kari Jo Johnson, Omaha, NE
Niel Johnson, Independence, MO
Dorothy Jorgensen, Bemidji, MN
Rich & Pat Jorgensen, Blair, NE
Karen Knudsen, Ogallala, NE
Lowell & Marilyn J. Kramme, Des 
Moines, IA
Ruth Krishnan, Towson, MD
Kent Kronberg, Omaha, NE
Martin O. Kuhr, Jr., Blair, NE
Marilyn Larsen, Underwood, IA
Patricia Miller, Crawfordsville, IA
Shirley Moore, Blair, NE
Ruth & Dale Mortensen, North Olmsted, 
OH
Alan Nelson, Berkeley, CA
Fredric Nelson, Havertown, PA
Roger & Donna Nelson, Blair, NE
Leif Neve, Bethesda, MD
Stanley & Laura Nielsen, Monona, WI
Folmer & Vera Nyby, Michigan City, IN
Kris O’Neil, Flower Mound, TX
Dwayne Olsen, Prior Lake, MN
Jim & Sue Olsen, Blair, NE
Lois Olson, Shakopee, MN
Michael & Lisa Peck, Overland Park, KS
Jon & Sonya Pedersen, Homer Glen, IL

Noel & Ruby Petersen, Omaha, NE
Shirley Petersen, Canyon, TX
Collyn Peterson, Overland Park, KS
Joanne Peterson, Oshkosh, WI
John E. Peterson, Pottstown, PA
Marc & Ruth Peterson, Oxford, MA
Susie & Mic Pinquoch, Blair, NE
Carol Prussa, Kearney, NE
The Moses & Emily Margritt Rodriguez 
Fund of DAFgiving360
Bob & Judy Schmoll, Omaha, NE
Greg Schou, Albert Lea, MN
Jens & Eileen Simonsen, Oakdale, NE
Donald Skokan, Bel Aire, KS
Paul Sorensen, DeKalb, IL
Larrie Stone, Ames, IA
Martha Stone, Providence, RI
Starla Sweda, Selma, TX
Paul Thisted, Evergreen, CO
William Thompson, Colleyville, TX
Charlotte Travis, San Antonio, TX
Lynda & Randy Truhlsen, Blair, NE
Phil Vasby, Cambridge, WI
Glenn Wachter, Minneapolis, MN
Douglas & Lois Wilson, Lincoln, NE
Kathy Zwanziger, Columbus, OH

$50-$99
Al & Fran Anderson, Omaha, NE
Susan Baden, Omaha, NE
Bruce & Mary Barkley, Indianola, IA
Michael & Susan Barnard, Shelton, WA
Marcia Bergmeyer, DeWitt, NE
Judy Brehm, Blair, NE
Michael & BebeAnna Buck, Eau Claire, 
WI
Linda Chevalier, Council Bluffs, IA
Jim Christiansen, Council Bluffs, IA
Kyle & Georgann Collier, Council Bluffs, 
IA
Danish Sisterhood PNW Dist., Shoreline, 
WA
Travis DeWitt, Torrington, WY
Elizabeth Dutton, Boalsburg, PA
Karen Emanuelsen, Royal Oak, MI
Erik & Greta Hansen, Racine, WI
Larry Hansen, Sunapee, NH
Burdell & Diana Harnisch, Fremont, NE
Kevin & SusanAnn Harrison, Portage, MI
Glen Haselbarth, Minden, NE
Kathryn Haugebak-Parks, Fremont, NE
Pat Holton-Rahn, Omaha, NE
Jane Jensen, Plainview, NE
Marilyn Jersild, Chesapeake, VA
Karen Jessen, Waterloo, IA
Marjorie Johnson, Blair, NE
Jon & Lona Jorgensen, Neenah, WI
Gladys Kempe, Tustin, CA
Carol Krueger, Hebron, NE
Larry & Susan Legore, Algona, IA
Kathy Lincoln, Fort Dodge, IA
Claudia Martin, Omaha, NE
Ann McPhillips, Omaha, NE
Patricia Miller, Stoughton, WI
Richard & Cheryl Mohr, Fountain Valley, 
CA
Steven & Mary Narans, Fremont, NE
William C. Nelsen, St. Peter, MN
Kaj Neve, New York, NY
Ivan & Pat Paulsen, Walker, MN
Duane Pedersen, Ames, NE
Julie Petersen, Lincoln, NE
Gary & Karen Riddle, Blair, NE
Corinne Robinson, Minneapolis, MN
Leroy & Norma Schafersman, Arlington, 

NE
Steven & Kathleen Schou, Minneapolis, 
MN
Gary & Kathy Soetmelk, Minneapolis, 
MN
Carl Steffensen, Houston, TX
Karen Taylor, Springville, IA
Ellen Thain, Stoughton, WI
Naomi Theye, Winona, MN
Nancy Thompson, Urbandale, IA
Arlen & Asta Twedt, Ankeny, IA
DeeAnn Vink, Fort Collins, CO
Barbara Ward, San Diego, CA
Cirsten Wilson, Odessa, FL
R.C. & Phyllis Winter, Sun Prairie, WI
Kitty Wooley, Colorado Springs, CO

$49 and Under
Susan Allen, Missouri Valley, IA
Jean Beck, Blair, NE
Susan Bennerotte, Maryville, MO
Ginny Blood, Burnsville, MN
Larry & Lois Bornemeier, Waukesha, WI
John Braunhold, Chicago, IL
Linda Brink, Liberty, MO
Gary & Marge Danielson, Bemidji, MN
Chuck Forrest, Omaha, NE
Kathryn Goodall, Omaha, NE
The estate of Frederick J. “Fritz” Hansen
Joanne Hansen, Richfield, MN
Martin & Nancy Horning, Omaha, NE
Lorraine Jensen, Bloomington, MN
Marjorie Johnson, Omaha, NE
Nancy Kay, Omaha, NE
Kevin Knitt, Stevens Point, WI
Charlie Lang, Orlando, FL
Liv Paulson Norderhaug, Chanhassen, 
MN
Kathy Oftedahl, Waseca, MN
Eric Petersen, Mission, KS
Elaine Phillips, Saint Paul, MN
Bob & Darlene Rademacher, Lincoln, NE
Donna Byriel Rector, Norfolk, NE
Nita Richards, Omaha, NE
Russ & Caroline Schoneweiss, Taft, CA
Laree Skelton, Fremont, NE
John & Rita Skinner, Omaha, NE
Richard & Carol Smiley, Tekamah, NE
Jon Stewart, Blair, NE
Rob Stone, Omaha, NE
Bonnie & Bruce Wendt, Hammond, WI ■

THE DAAL’S WEB SITES

https://
danishamericanarchive.com

http://archive.
danishamericanarchive.net

https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Danish-American-

Archive-and-Library/
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1738 Washington Street
Blair, Nebraska 68008

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Parting Shot

Ronald L. Hansen

Ron Hansen was a Major League Baseball player from 
1958-1972. He played shortstop for the Orioles, White Sox, 
Senators, Yankees and Royals. After he left the field he 
continued to work in baseball as a coach, manager and scout, 
until he retired in 2010. 

Hansen was born in Oxford, Nebraska in 1938 to Audrey 
and Elsa (Wolfe) Hansen. His father was the son of Danish 
immigrants Andrew and Anna Hansen. Two years later his 
parents moved to Albany, California. It was there that Ron 
grew up and excelled in high school sports. Rather than 
follow a scholarship to the University of California at 
Berkeley, he pursued an opportunity to play in the Major 
Leagues. 

This signed postcard photograph is part of the Frederick 
Miller photograph collection at the Danish American 
Archive and Library, which includes Americans of Danish 
heritage in all walks of life. ■


